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PSCI 420
The Liberal Project in International Relations

Spring 2010

Professor Darel E. Paul PSCI 420
Schapiro 339 Weston 31
597-2327 T  1:10pm-3:50pm
dpaul@williams.edu

Office Hrs.: Mondays 1:30pm-3:00pm, Fridays  9:30am-11:30am
and by appointment

Course Description

The most powerful actors in the international system are liberal ones, and a liberal project around open
trade and investment, international organizations and democratic states dominates the global agenda. 
This course is an investigation into that liberal international relations project, engaging both theory and
practice.  We will discuss signature liberal international relations theorists both classic and current as well
as their critics.  We will also attend to empirical evaluations of signature liberal efforts around peace
promotion, economic growth and development, and democratic global governance as well as discuss the
successes and failures of transnational liberalism as a global social movement.

Readings

As a 4xx-level senior seminar, this is a book-focused reading-intensive course.  The level and amount of
reading is challenging – averaging approximately 175 pages per week – but certainly not beyond any
student’s capabilities.  All students will be expected to keep up with the readings during the semester and
contribute constructively to class discussion.

This course has nine readings sources:

1. Immanuel Kant, Perpetual Peace and Other Essays.  Hackett Publishing, 1983.
2. Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political, expanded edition.  University of Chicago Press, 2007.
3. Carl Schmitt, Political Theology: Four Chapters on the Concept of Sovereignty.  University of

Chicago Press, 2006.
4. James Lee Ray, Democracy and International Conflict: An Evolution of the Democratic Peace

Proposition.  University of South Carolina Press, 2009.
5. Kees van der Pijl, Transnational Classes and International Relations.  Routledge, 1998.
6. Jeffrey Sachs, The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time.  Penguin, 2006.
7. Dambisa Moyo, Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better Way for Africa. 

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009.
8. Anne-Marie Slaughter, A New World Order.  Princeton University Press, 2005.
9. Course reader in two parts

You may pick up Part I of the reader in the North Academic Building now; Part II will be available later in
the semester.  All books are available for purchase at Water Street Books or from your favorite on-line
retailer.  Each book title is also available on 4-hour reserve at Sawyer Library.
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Late work

All review and reaction papers are
due 24 hours before class.  Critical
replies are due at the beginning of
class.  All such work which fails to
meet these deadlines receives a
score of zero.  There will be limited
opportunities to make up review and
reaction papers and critical replies at
my discretion.

Term papers are due by 11:59pm on
May 22.  Early papers are always
welcome; late term papers will be
penalized one letter grade (e.g.
from A to B, B+ to C+).  No term
papers will be accepted after May 28.

Course requirements and grades

This course demands active student participation.  Your engagement with the material and with one
another is the heart of any seminar, and for this one to succeed, your constant commitment is essential.  I
understand that this is the spring semester of your senior year.  If you are tempted to cut back your
academic effort, arrange your spring schedule so that you do so in some other class.  Regular critical
engagement with the ideas presented in class is the backbone of our work this semester.  The
assignments have been crafted with that goal in mind.

Every class session

We will break each class session into two distinct halves, each lasting approximately 1 hour 20
minutes with a 5 minute break in between.

For every half of every class session, one student will write a 4-6 pp. (double-spaced) review and
reaction paper on that day’s assigned readings which will form the basis for our discussion.  The
student must distribute that paper to me and to the student(s) writing a critical reply (described in
the next paragraph) at least 24 hours before class begins.  The student will present that paper
orally in class to begin discussion – 10 minutes maximum.

One or two other students will, independently from one another, write a 2-3 pp. critical reply to
each review and reaction paper, which s/he will present orally in class – 5 minutes maximum. 
Students writing critical replies to the same review and reaction paper should consult one another
to avoid excessive repetition in their comments.

During the semester each student must write and present either [1] three review and reaction
papers and one critical reply; OR [2] two review and reaction papers and three critical replies.

Term paper

As this is a senior seminar, you will write a 15-20
page research paper on any subject related to the
topic of liberalism and international relations. 
Students may incorporate review and reaction
papers or critical replies into this project as they see
fit.  I will meet individually with each student during
the month of April to assist in formulating a topic.

Class participation

Regular attendance and constructive participation is
necessary for this course to be successful and is
therefore expected; unexcused absences and a
failure to engage the material in class will be noted. 
More than one unexcused absence will result in a
grade penalty.

Honor Code

While you may consult with your friends, fellow
classmates, professors and printed sources on the
ideas discussed in this class, all written work must
ultimately be yours and yours alone.  In particular,
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be scrupulous in avoiding plagiarism.  This is your last semester at Williams and you don’t want an
Honor Code violation hanging over your head.

Grades

Review and reaction papers 14% each
Critical repl(y/ies)   7% each
Term paper 36%
Class participation 15%
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Course Calendar

LIBERALISM AND ANTI-LIBERALISM

Feb. 9 Liberal foundations

• Immanuel Kant, “Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Intent” [book]
• Immanuel Kant, “An Answer to the Question:  What is Enlightenment?” [book]
• Immanuel Kant, “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch” [book]
• John Stuart Mill, “A Few Words on Non-Intervention” [reader]
• John Stuart Mill, Considerations on Representative Government, chs. 3-4 & 18

[reader]

Feb. 16 Anti-liberal foundations I

• Karl Marx, “The German Ideology,” Part I [reader]
• Karl Marx, “On the Jewish Question” [reader]
• Karl Marx, “Critique of the Gotha Program” [reader]

Feb. 23 Anti-liberal foundations II

• Carl Schmitt, The Concept of the Political [book]
• Carl Schmitt, Political Theology [book]

SECURITY

March 2 The democratic/liberal peace

• James Lee Ray, Democracy and International Conflict [book] – skip ch. 5
• John M. Owen IV, “How liberalism produces democratic peace,” International

Security 19 (1994): 87-125. [reader]
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March 9 Critiques of the democratic/liberal peace hypothesis

• Ido Oren, “The subjectivity of the ‘democratic’ peace: Changing US perceptions of
Imperial Germany,” International Security 20 (1995): 147-184. [reader]

• Thomas Risse-Kappen, “Democratic peace – warlike democracies?  A social
constructivist interpretation of the liberal argument,” European Journal of
International Relations 1 (1995): 491-517. [reader]

• Sebastian Rosato, “The flawed logic of democratic peace theory,” American
Political Science Review 97 (2003): 585-602. [reader]

• Azar Gat, “The democratic peace theory reframed: The impact of modernity,”
World Politics 58 (2005): 73-100. [reader]

March 16 The democratic/liberal peace from a global perspective

• Kees van der Pijl, Transnational Classes and International Relations [book]
• Tarak Barkawi and Mark Laffey, “The imperial peace: Democracy, force and

globalization,” European Journal of International Relations 5 (1999): 403-434.
[reader]

Spring break

DEVELOPMENT

April 6 Development as international cooperation

• Jeffrey D. Sachs, The End of Poverty, chs. 1-4, 11-18 [book]

April 13 Dead aid

• William Easterly, “Reliving the 1950s: The big push, poverty traps and takeoffs in
economic development,” Journal of Economic Growth 11 (2006): 289-318 [reader]

• Dambisa Moyo, Dead Aid [book]

April 20 Population and poverty

• Deborah Barrett and David John Frank, “Population control for national
development: From world discourse to national policies,” in John Boli and George
M. Thomas, eds., Constructing World Culture (1999): 198-221 [reader]

• Jeffrey D. Sachs, Common Wealth (2008), chs. 7-8 [reader]
• Betsy Hartmann, Reproductive Rights and Wrongs (1995), chs. 6-8 [reader]
• Steven W. Mosher, Population Control (2008), chs. 7-9 [reader]
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GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

April 27 International law

• Anne-Marie Slaughter, A New World Order [book]

May 4 Law versus politics?

• Hans Morgenthau, Scientific Man vs. Power Politics, chs. 3-4 [reader]
• Alex Mills and Tim Stephens, “Challenging the role of judges in Slaughter’s liberal

theory of international law,” Leiden Journal of International Law 18 (2005): 1-30
[reader]

• Jean L. Cohen, “Whose sovereignty?  Empire versus international law,” Ethics &
International Affairs 18 (2004): 1-24 [reader]

• Martii Koskenniemi, “Carl Schmitt, Hans Morgenthau, and the image of law in
international relations,” in Michael Byers, ed., The Role of Law in International
Politics (2000): 17-34 [reader]

May 11 Liberalism and legitimacy

• Allen Buchanan and Robert O. Keohane, “The legitimacy of global governance
institutions,” Ethics & International Affairs 20 (2006): 405-437 [reader]

• Jens Steffek, “The legitimation of international governance: A discourse
approach,” European Journal of International Relations 9 (2003): 249-276 [reader]

• Shane Mulligan, “The uses of legitimacy in international relations,” Millennium 34
(2006): 349-375 [reader]


